Aetat. 34.]        The University of Salamancha.
455
Sir Isaac Newton set out an infidel1, and came to be a very firm believer.1
He this evening again recommended to me to perambulate Spain2. I said it would amuse him to get a letter from me dated at Salamancha. JOHNSON. ' I love the University of Salamancha; for when the Spaniards were in doubt as to the lawfulness of their conquering America, the University of Salamancha gave it as their opinion that it was not lawful.' He spoke this with great emotion, and with that generous warmth which dictated the lines in his London, against Spanish encroachment3.
I expressed my opinion of my friend Derrick as but a pool-writer. JOHNSON. ' To be sure, Sir, he is; but you are to consider that his being a literary man has got for him all that he has. It has made him King of Bath'1. Sir, he has nothing to say for himself but that he is a writer. Had he not been a writer, he must have been sweeping the crossings in the streets, and asking halfpence from every body that past.'
' 'Dr. Johnson said that he had been told by an acquaintance of Sir Isaac Newton, that in early life lie started as a clamorous infidel.' Se-ward's Anecdotes, ii. 324. In Jirews-ler'sLtfa of Newton I find no mention of early infidelity. On the contrary, Newton had been described as one who 'had been a searcher of the Scriptures from his youth ' (ii. 314). Brcwstcr says that 'some foreign writers have endeavoured to shew that his theological writing's were composed at a late period of life, when his mind was in its dotage.1 It was not so, however. Ib. p. 315.
3 I fully intended to have followed advice of such weight; but having staid much longer both in Germany and Italy than I proposed to do, and having also visited Corsica, I found that I had exceeded the time allowed me by my father, and hastened to France in my way homewards. Bos WELL. See ante, p. 410.
3 ' Has heaven reserved, in pity to the poor,
No pathless waste,  or undiscovered shore ?
No secret island in the boundless main ?
No peaceful desert, yet unclaimed by Spain ?' Johnson looked upon the discovery of America as a misfortune to mankind. In Taxation no Tyranny {Works, vi. 233) he says that ' no part of the world has yet had reason to rejoice that Columbus found at last reception and employment. In the same year, in a year hitherto disastrous to mankind, by the Portuguese was discovered the passage of the Indies, and by the Spaniards the coast of America.' On March 4, 1773, he wrote (Croker's Bosivell, p. 248):—'I do not much wish well to discoveries, for I am always afraid they will end in conquest and robbery.' See ante, p. 308, note 2, and post, March 21, I77S, and under Dec.
24, '7S3-4 See ante, p. 394, note 2.
In: ' Lunj,r-lon 'liuil llurkc, Iinmtncrccl hin wit U|ion au anvil, and the. iron was cold. There were no sparks (Infihin^ and llyiiiK all about.'
